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PLAIN SAILING
The perfect family
holiday in Turkey
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DETOX DIARY , FABULOUS FACIALS  GET FIT IN RO
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twar vears after sern
master-minding  the
complete overhaul of an & Disgf

up their own

pracoge,  are

house in Chevne Walk, Chelsea, not gy mention
assorted  London residential projects, and the

desizn of a luxury ski chaler or rwo, Indeed, one

design a
12, 5005 Iusury ski chaler i Verbier for Sir
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of Fiona™s very Birst coummissions was 1

¢l Limited
Edition. But then again, Fiona Barear
n her late 205 is a

still oy

cool-headed  powerhouse
of a .|q.'\|'__'\_|'|a.' L unfazed by
big projects and keen on

luxury with a caparal

But 1 alser ke tee pros i-.-|-.: El&ﬂ.ll-cllt, textural
and deeply
sophisticated

attention  to deeail  and
deliver an cticient

service,” she savs crisply

Currently she  operates
a small team from her
ofhices in Worlds End Stedios in Lots Road.,
busr 200K lowoks set to be a busy vear

Like many designers, Barratr docsn™ like o be
pigeon-holed in style terms, but her look 1=
unmistakable: dean-cut, rextural and decply
sophisticated, with a delickous nix of mosdern,
bespoke and antigque pieces. She is originally
from MNorthumberland, bur now Bives amd
works in Chel - and
Spamial Archi ¢ of A,
then Interior Diesign at the highly regarded
Parsans Schaol of Design in New York

She topped thar off with three vears at

Hcil'. ]||||'||\.._-|'|. ;.'Il!n.'ll!. as Head :.‘Il.'\i-:'_:u'l With

ca. She studied Inten

coture ar Chelsea Colle

so mich valuable experience, its no wonder

thar she is umafraid to tackle high-spec projects,

or o deliver her own distnctive style. #1 do
fike to design beautitul and current interiors,
bt they are nog desagin-led,” she says

“My interiors have a certain lo

fashions in

I'm nowt interested in following
migzazines.” Right now, she’s working on

unmistakable:

the

great
indoors

..with Fiona Barratt

a cry miodern™ bachelor |\.u1 1y Nl‘-l'.in_l; Hill,
masculine but discreet mix of dark
winsd, leather and linen
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Yer whar particulady marks out Barrart s thar

*-|I\' II'|.'.1I.1‘1 3 refreshing = Bemween |h."\p| ||.|_'

en, and & healthy appreciation of the high

strect. On the one hand, she loves o o

are
LS |.1l."-i__..'.:'||.'|i Furmitiee bor her chients,

and is often to be found, pen in hand,
hkt'lLl]I:'l:__{ a mew adea,

“I lowe o drawe, and movery viswal,™ she says,

In her South Kensingron

HEI‘ lﬂﬂk iS fhan, she has ome-off

hammered sieel and
cmbossed leather tables,

and she has just designed

a two -metre high
chandelicr, featuring
perli=h nickel and glass, for
the new Chelsea house
But by contrast, she will
also use inexpensive
aceessones, “Don't write off the high streer

it is a fantastic resource,” she savs, She also

howes to do her own photography, and ber own

|

home s dotred wich framed exam
pictures that she has taken.

Given her comparative vouth, does she,

e wonders, plx_‘la._" .'.|l.l..|:. « to work for
vounger clients? She shakes her head, and sas

site is tree, “Nog at all - s great to

VY A |.|'.‘| Crag M, 2% 08 |"'|.|"'!'Il."" Y ATy e
boundanies,” she SV, Whaen it comes o
divining whart a client wants, she uses a

mult- faceted approach to get to the hearg of a
L1|.'-\.|5|'. “1 look at how clicins i \.II\"\.H‘\_I_ ||-:m
they live, where they go on holiday,™ she savs.

“I'my very honest with people

Il eeld ghem it
sonwething isn't going to work, and 1 like o

Cream a I"L'Z‘ll‘c'lkl.' interiow thar retlects their cwn
pesonalicy,”™ The Cheyne Walk progect, now

neanng completion, s a brilliant example of

her mix of a crisp, modern stvle eamed with

an appreciation of existing architecture.

Interview by Judith Wilson

“There are beanriful old fireplaces, cormices
teamed with a custom-made,

modern Bothi kitchen and specialist plaster

andl dosors

fimishes,” she savs, She also lists a centralised

bath, a vaulted ceiling, and a spectacular
walkway leading down into the garden,
as look-at-nw design features.

In eosday’s coow

i'l'lln..'l”'\. _!.'.,II'\II:IIII'. Luvees, it ‘u'.l:!-|l-'l,i

e very casy for designens to tread a newrral,

“safe™ path, but Fiona remains eclectis

wishes. She does admie

choice of colours and

ter having a bong-term love affair with all shades

ture cobour
boar her, and to preferning a mix of testures,
rather than too much pactern,

(8] 2rey, somcthing ol a s

Lasr 5
wal
surroundings thar were so different to cry life

“I ook a photograph of some mud, which had
huge, dramatic cracks in it,” she saws, Mow, she

Africa on

herself in

ner, she went o San

, il was stmulared to f

15 i discussion with plaster specialises to find i
it"s possibde oo cncate the effect onoo a plasser
wall, feat uring silver leaf in the oracks, And as
feer cobour, bright flashes are constantly on the
honzon. “ve just finished a dining room in
lilac and silver, and a kitchen with owo huge
l.>f.l||:_.?.' 'll.'Ilni.". |1.l'n.' '-l.'.ll'-\.." she savs with relish
And ar the beginnimg of a4 mew vear, what could
e mowe cheening than thar?

Fiodia Bareatt T11I1.'rir1r.*;._ ﬂl[] '.-'3-1-‘7" "nm
fionabarrattinteriors.com

Fiena’s bving rocm in hey Echaardion
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